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   As the Sixty-Ninth General Assembly begins to gain momentum, there has not yet been a rush of legislation to repeal all the gun and gay rights legislation passed in the 2013 session that made for the most contentious, perhaps ever in Colorado history, at least in modern times.  
   As of this writing, only one bill relating to gun control  legislation has been introduced – Senate Bill 14-094. SB 094 as introduced, would repeal the requirement that before a person who is not a licensed gun dealer transfers possession of a firearm, that person “must have a background check conducted of the prospective transferee and obtain approval of the transfer from the Colorado Bureau of Investigation,” (the CBI). The bill also repeals the requirement that “the CBI impose a fee for performing an instant criminal background check pursuant to the transfer of a firearm.”
   More on SB 094 as it makes its way through committee hearings. SB 094 is sponsored by Senator George A. Rivera (R-Pueblo) with the remaining 16 Republican Senators co-sponsoring the bill. As a reminder, Senator Rivera replaced Senator Angela Giron who was recalled last summer in retaliation for her support of various gun control legislation.
   For those new to Eye on the Legislature, there are bills introduced during the session that never get media mention (print or on the air) – some of those bills are analyzed in this column. Since this column began in 2005 (carried in the “old” Weekly Register-Call), and on this website beginning in 2009, the analysis of each bill concludes with the bill sponsor's name(s) and the phone number at the Capitol. Readers wishing to offer opinions are encouraged to contact the particular legislator's office. Testifying for or against a bill at a committee hearing is also an option should you feel strongly about what's being proposed. (Note:  All phone numbers at the Capitol are Area Code 303.)
House Bill 14-1007:  One of several bills already introduced relating to the fires in Colorado, HB 1007 “as recommended by the Wildfire Matters Review Committee, expands the authority of county governments to regulate fires.” As introduced, HB 1007 would give counties authority to ban or restrict agricultural burning on “red flag” days,  “when red flag warning or fire weather watches have been issued by the National Weather Service.” The bill would also give counties authority to regulate fireworks at all times of the year, amending existing statute covering the period between May 31st and July 5th of each year.
Sponsor of House Bill 14-1007:  Representative Millie Hamner (D-Delta, Gunnison, Lake, Pitkin and Summit) 866-2952. No sponsor as yet in the Senate.  
House Bill 14-1010:  Following the Lower North Fork Fire, legislation was passed relating to the prescribed burn program administered by the Division of Fire Prevention and Control in the Department of Public Safety (the prescribed burning program was formerly conducted by the Colorado State Forest Service/Colorado State University.)
   In 2013, Senate Bill 083 created the prescribed burning program in the Division of Fire Prevention and Control (the DFPC), making the DFPC responsible for training persons conducting prescribed burns in the state, and authorizing the DFPC to offer services planning and managing prescribed burns. As of December 2013, a specifically qualified or certified individual was required to attend each prescribed burn (other than a landowner conducting a prescribed burn on their own land).
   HB 1010 renames “prescribed burn manager” as “certified burner” and “removes persons with this credential from the list of persons who may attend a prescribed burn in a supervisory role,” and also clarifies that suppression actions will be taken to control an escaped prescribed fire.
Sponsors of House Bill 1010: Representative Millie Hamner, (D-Delta, Gunnison, Lake, Pitkin and Summit) 866-2052. No sponsor as yet in the Senate.
House Bill 14-1015:  Titled “Concerning An Extension of the Transitional Jobs Program,” HB 1-15 extends the Transitional Jobs Programs (known as ReHire Colorado) administered by the Department of Human Services through December 30m 2016.
   Created under House Bill 13-1004, the ReHire Colorado program provides “unemployed and underemployed adults an opportunity to experientially learn, model and practice successful workplace behaviors that help them to obtain long-term unsubsidized employment. Funds appropriated ($2.4 million) for Fiscal Year 2013-14 “are used to reimburse employers for wage-related costs, make payments to local agency contractors and for staff and administrative costs.”
Sponsors of House Bill 14-1015:  Representative Tracy Kraft-Tharp (D-Jefferson) 866-2950; and Senator Andy Kerr (D-Jefferson) 866-4859.
House Bill 14-1047:  HB 1047 concerns Restrictions on the Publishing of  Basic Identification Information on Commercial Websites, and “requires a person who publishes booking photographs or other basic identification information on a commercial website to remove such information upon the request of a person who is not charged, whose charges are dismissed or who is acquitted of the charges.” The bill allows 30 days for the publisher to comply upon receipt of a written quest to remove the information without compensation. Failure to comply may result in a civil action to recover damages by the requester.
Sponsors of House Bill 14-1047:  Representative KC Becker (D-Boulder, Clear Creek, Gilpin, Grand and Jackson) 866-2578.
Senate Bill 14-008:  Governor Hickenlooper's Task Force recommended the creation of the Wildfire Information and Resource Center (WIRC) in the Department of Public Safety. SB 008 charges the Division of Fire Prevention and Control, (within the Department of Public Safety) with “collecting wildfire-related information and links in an on-line resource for homeowners, fire professionals, the media and educators. The WIRC is to present the following:
· current wildfires and prescribed burns;
· wildfire prevention and preparation;
· statewide fire conditions;
· fire training;
· funding for wildfire mitigation; and
· other research and information at the discretion of the director if the Division of Fire Prevention and Control.
Sponsors of Senate Bill 14-008:  Senator Ellen S. Roberts (R-Archuleta, Dolores, LaPlata, Montezuma, Montrose, Ouray, San Juan and San Miguel) 866-4884. No sponsor as yet in the House of Representatives.
     The reader's comments or questions are always welcome. E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
